Assignment 4: Homage to Mondrian
From Realism to Abstraction painting: 
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a) realist painting of tree
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b) Edited –the essential structure
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c) abstracted tree – “less is more”.  

Resource Artists: Mondrian
To be completed at home

Due: Next Term
                       Brief: 
Create some studies of trees in your journal using drawing or painting media. Look at the structure and underlying compositional elements of the tree. Think about composition and how the tree relates to the picture plane in your drawings.

Develop a series of three paintings. Make sure all three painting are the same size. You can prepare your own paintings using card, canvas or board.

Painting 1. Work as realistically as you can. Work from observation and the drawings you’ve prepared. Focus on the tree and limit other references. Work with oils.

Painting 2. Look at the structures. The horizontal, vertical and diagonal composition lines that hold the composition together. Paint tree but start to simply and edit. 

Painting 3.  Paint the tree heavily reducing the detail – rely on the abstract.
Use fat medium for quick drying. Develop with brushes. Work quickly.

The aim is to familiar yourself with:

· colour mixing.

· Observation and interpretation

· Shape ,line and Texture

· Abstraction – “less is more”

· paint application using rags and flat brushes 

· Composition.

Materials: 

Canvas, board or card 9same size) ,oil paints, palette, medium, brushes, painting knife, and rags.
References: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8XKSfyV_i8s&feature=related
http://emptyeasel.com/2007/04/17/piet-mondrian-the-evolution-of-pure-abstract-paintings/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OVFKDTL5wb4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MCCX6MTSvg0
http://www.brnrd.net/blog/archive/2010/01/24/mondrians-trees
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