Assignment 1: Magic Square
Resource: Paul Klee

To be completed at home

Due: Next week
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Brief: 

In your journal develop a series of 4-6 small rectangular composition thumbnails using pencil and colour gouache. The aim is to develop a composition that uses a grid of squares or rectangular shapes. Have a look at the magic square paintings by Paul Klee. These small compositions are studies and should be done quickly (15 mins each). They are looking at options so don’t spend too long on them.

Prepare dark ground (TBA).Using the small canvas develop a composition that explores light dark contrast. Develop your design using oil paint thinned with a medium.  You can use a lean medium for quick drying.

The aim is to familiar yourself with :

· colour mixing.

· paint application using flat brushes, painting knife, glazing and masking tape. 
· a ‘visual tension’ between lights (tints) and darks (shades).

· Consideration of edges

Materials: 

Paper (journal), Gouache, Oil paints, Plate, white plastic chopping board (palette), medium, brushes, painting knife, rag, masking tape.
References:   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9VgymANxps
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Color_theory
http://www.bigblackpig.com/painting/contrast.html
Examples:

Examples of the effective use of Contrast
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The contrast in the illustration to the left is quite obvious. Notice the contrast of the light background (wall) with dark foreground (table cloth) and the contrast of the dark shadows on the tea pot and cup against the wall and with the lights of the same objects against a dark window. 

There is also a contrast of thin and thick lines in the napkin, straight and curved lines, and don't miss the dark steam as contrasted with the light clouds off in the distance.
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On the right a contrast exists between the lights and darks. Also notice the contrast of the roundness of the objects in the foreground against the flatness of the background. 
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In the painting on the left is another example of contrast between light and darkness. 

 

Notes of Chiaroscuro

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chiaroscuro`
Have a look at the following  artists: 

Lionel Feininger

Caravaggio

Rembrandt

Turner
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