Advanced Diploma of Creative Product Development


INTRODUCTION

In 2012 Design, Multimedia and Art are very pleased to be able to offer an advanced diploma for the first time at Frankston.
This broad based course is designed to appeal to graduates from all three of the diploma courses who are interested in extending areas of expertise into an independent practice based year with an emphasis on improving practical, conceptual and research skills.

This will be achieved over the duration of the diploma as students propose, plan, make and present a body of work in an agreed industry level forum for assessment by a panel of recognised educational and industry professionals. 

We are able to offer a limited number of studio spaces to successful applicants but the diplomas can also be undertaken in conjunction with an external studio space nominated by the student. The diploma will be supported with regular access to specialist classrooms, drawing classes, a series of specialist workshops, the visiting artist program and a number of contributions from industry professionals with specific skills relevant to the advanced diploma.

Students will be guided and mentored throughout the year via personal and group tutorials and informal exchanges of ideas in a stimulating environment of creative endeavour, collegiate familiarity and mutual support.

The holistic structure of the program is intended to encourage interaction and exchange across an extensive range of creative disciplines so as to nurture an expanding understanding of contemporary practice into student’s repertoire of experience  
SUBJECT AREAS

APPLIED DRAWING

This subject will develop the student’s ability to use drawing as part of a creative workflow. It might include:

· the use of models to further develop figurative concepts and/or create character studies

· the use of drawings as reference in the making of paintings, using drawing to develop design ideas, stylisation and drawing as illustration

· compositional and abstract concepts

This subject will include a mix of drawing classes/workshops and drawing based work completed independently. It is not recommended to anyone who has not had considerable experience in drawing from observation. 
CRITICAL ENQUIRY

Students are guided through the process of critical enquiry. This is done through a combination of research/information gathering, questioning and synthesis of ideas to construct personal meaning and understanding of the concept/s within the final project and associated works. Students will develop skills of sustained purposeful critical discourse and reflection to realize personally meaningful and worthwhile outcomes. Critical Enquiry is ongoing through all components of the course.
INDEPENDENT STUDIO PRACTICE

This subject provides a critical guidance in the development and production of an agreed individual project to achieve a negotiated outcome. It is designed for students with previous qualifications in their chosen field of art or design. Students are exposed to a critical review of their work in a supportive environment.  A range of classes and workshops to enhance and extend the student’s skill base will be provided and may include:

· painting 

· printmaking
· sculpture 
· illustrative elements
· digital media

· animation
The subject accordingly aims to balance individual learning with group activities, to allow students to pursue their own directions, but with regular opportunities for interchanging ideas with other students as well as staff in group sessions. 
Studio Practice aims for students to work independently to extend their creative, technical and analytical skills under the mentorship of specialist staff. The visual outcome will be the completion of the major project.
Independent practical work may be developed in a dedicated studio space for this course or may be produced in a home studio with attendance for scheduled tutorials, classes and/or workshops etc. 
DEVELOP THE PROJECT
Students nominate an in depth research project in their major area of work in the advanced diploma. Project concepts are developed through collaboration, discussion and supervision with individual and groups of staff and mentors to construct a practice-based outcome. 
Via this established and agreed system of negotiation and planning, students will arrive at a suitable process to develop, construct and present their major project in an appropriate format at the end of their process of research.
RESEARCH THE CONCEPT
During project development students are required to explore, collate and understand the conceptual elements that underpin the planning, execution and presentation of their project.

This will be achieved an ongoing documentation of resources, influences, origin of concepts, concept development, project rationale and project outcome.

It is expected that student’s projects will also be underpinned by demonstrable evidence of intellectual and philosophical enquiry that shows a clear understanding of the project in a cultural context.     
PRESENT THE PROJECT

At the end of the year students are expected to present their project outcome in a suitable forum. It is anticipated that all advanced diploma projects will be presented collectively as a group exhibition that can be viewed by staff, selected industry professionals and other interested individuals.
Students will endeavour to present their project in a professional manner to industry standards ready for final assessment. 

Project presentation will also include a permanent record of the project that documents and collates the evidence of student’s research, project rationale, research outcomes and any other relevant material into a bound visual record of their advanced diploma.

Students will make two copies of their record one for themselves and one for the department.

Final assessment will be undertaken at this time by a process of consultation and collaboration with nominated industry professional(s) and staff involved in the Advanced Diploma.  
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